
US History: 
Lesson #11: April 6

Post-WWII Economic Systems Clash

Learning Target:  The student will compare and 
contrast the USA and capitalism vs. the Soviet Union 
and communism and explain the origin of this rivalry.



Click on the link here and watch the video about the origin of the Cold War.  
This is the post-World War II competition that begins in Europe but is 
rooted in the economic differences between the USA (capitalists) and the 
Soviet Union (communists).

The Cold War: Ideological Differences - Capitalism vs Communism (5:36)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMYcLVDAeD4

Warm Up 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMYcLVDAeD4


Lesson Activity 
Review the chart here titled U.S. 
Aims Versus Soviet Aims in 
Eastern Europe.  

Compare the goals of each nation 
with regard to influence in the 
world, economic plans, 
government plans, and Germany.



Lesson Activity 
Read the text section here titled 
Former Allies Clash and answer 
the questions that follow.



Lesson Activity 
Read the text section here and answer the 
questions that follow.

Also, click on the link below to get a clear 
explanation of ‘What is Communism?’ (2:49)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qElx_EyTTKA

Political Leaders:  President Harry Truman  Joseph Stalin

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qElx_EyTTKA


Lesson Activity 
Read the text section here and 
answer the questions that follow.

Note:  Winston Churchill is the leader of the 
United Kingdom (Britain)



Write the following 
questions and 
answers on a sheet 
of paper titled: 
Lesson #11 April 6 - 
Post-WWII 
Economic Systems 
Clash

1. What does it mean when the US and USSR are called 
‘Superpowers?’ -

2. Draw a ‘T’ chart on your paper like the one below and 
compare the economic and political beliefs of both systems       
US Capitalism USSR Communism

3. Explain what things President Truman hoped to spread after 
World War II  -

4. Explain Joseph Stalin’s plans in Europe after World War II -

5. Germany was at the center of this struggle of ideas.  Contrast 
the plans that the US had for post-war Germany with the plans 
of the Soviets in Germany.

Assignment 



Thinking Exercise:

After completing this lesson 
reflect on the questions posed 
here.

● How did these two ideas or ideologies actually divide 
Europe after World War II?

● In what ways was the Cold War similar to an actual 
World War?

Reflection 



Additional Resources

Check out these links for more 
information on this topic

● What Was the Cold War? (5:53)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-QopdZ7G8ww&t=158s

● Here’s How the Truman Doctrine Established the     
Cold War (4:51)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jb8aW46T3bg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-QopdZ7G8ww&t=158s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jb8aW46T3bg


1. What does it mean when the US and USSR are called ‘Superpowers?’ - These are the 
countries that have the land, power, and economic resources to influence the world.

2. Draw a ‘T’ chart on your paper like the one below and compare the economic and 
political beliefs of both systems                                                                                              
US Capitalism USSR Communism
The US has a democratic gov’t The USSR has a totalitarian gov’t
that believes in freedom, equality that believe in authoritarian control

The US system of capitalism is The Soviet system of communism is based
on free market supply & demand on gov’t owned and distributed resources

3. Explain what things President Truman hoped to spread after World War II  -       
Truman hoped to spread democracy and free trade in Europe.

4. Explain Joseph Stalin’s plans in Europe after World War II - Stalin planned to 
concentrate on producing weapons instead of consumer goods after the war and he 
hoped to prevent democratic governments from being established in Europe.

5. Germany was at the center of this struggle of ideas.  Contrast the plans that the US 
had for post-war Germany with the plans of the Soviets in Germany -  The Soviets 
hoped to keep Germany divided and weak for their own future security.  The US hoped 
to unify Germany and establish a productive democratic capitalist nation.

Answers


